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Message from the President Allan Carruthers 
It is hard to believe 2025 is 
almost over, and a challenging 
year it has been.  The drought 
we experienced resulted in a 
heavy yield loss on just about 
every crop grown here in 
Northumberland County.  

The uncertain trade issues with 
the United States has put   

pressures on inputs, equipment 
and parts costs have risen.  All 
of these variables make the  
agriculture sector budgeting 
more difficult to achieve a   
sustainable profit.   

As winter sets in and the     
upcoming holiday Christmas 
season begins, some family 

time is definitely a must.     
Recharge your batteries, have 
some fun family and friend 
time.  We will get back to work 
in the New Year.  Have a safe 
and wonderful holiday season.  

      Merry Christmas  

The following are a few issues from the December board 
agenda to give you all a snapshot of a typical OFA board 
meeting. 

   

Chatham-Kent Drainage Dispute 

You may have read in the farm press that the Federally    
regulated railways feel that after 100 plus years, they no 
longer need to fulfill their obligations under the Provincial 
Drainage Act. Chatman-Kent, along with support from OFA, 
took the case to the Tribunal. The Drainage Referee does  
not agree and ordered the railways to pay their allotted costs, 
under the drainage act. We call this a win, although it is  
widely expected the railway will appeal. The ultimate 
 question to be answered is the constitutionality of the      
Federal railways and the provincial legislation. Lots more to 
come here.  

 

Conservation Authorities Consolidation 

The government proposes to consolidate the thirty six CAs 
down  to seven regional CAs. The goal is to reduce          
duplication and streamline operations. OFA is working on  
our comments to this proposal as I type this newsletter.  

 

Plant Based Treaty  

Use Google for more detailed      
information on this movement and 
search to see who has endorsed it.  Note: There are five  
Ontario Municipalities that have signed on.  

 

Animals for Research Act 

Rumour has it, Premier Ford has taken note of dogs used for 
research.  The consensus around the board table was      
Ontario has strong regulations governing all animal           
research.  

 

Cloned Meat 

Cloned meat is old news. Remember Dolly the sheep about 
20 years ago? The issue has been in the news recently    
because Health Canada has removed it from the "novel"  
category.  

 

As always, if you want further discussion on these or any 
other current issue, I am always available.  

Brian Crews, OFA Provincial Director Zone 12 

Notes from  

Allan 

N ews  &  N ot e s  
W o r k i n g  f o r  a  V i b r a n t  a n d  I n n o v a t i v e  A g r i c u l t u r e  I n d u s t r y   

A Typical Board Meeting 
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NFA Directors 
2026 

 

President 
Allan Carruthers 
Alnwick/Haldimand 
905-376-5049 
carruthersallan@gmail.com 
 
Vice President   
Rod DeJong - 905-375-4370 
dejongrn@gmail.com 
 

OFA Director   
Brian Crews 
613-391-8990 
brian-crews@ofa.on.ca 

 
PAC - Lisa Meekes  
905-269-7419 
nfa.lisam@gmail.com 
 
Brighton - Martin Opsteen 
613-920-1170 
martinopsteen@gmail.com 
 
Cramahe - Matt McComb 
905-373-8200 
matt.mccomb88@gmail.com 
 
Hamilton - Paul Burnham 
905-372-8263 
burnham.market@sympatico.ca 
 
Port Hope - Brian Nelson 
519-835-2964 
brnelson17@gmail.com 
 
Trent Hills - Kristen Carberry 
226-343-1344 
carberry.holsteins@gmail.com 
 

Directors at Large 

Bruce Buttar - 905-373-6175 
happyus@xplornet.ca 
 
Bette Jean Crews - 613-921-0597 
bettejean.crews@gmail.com 
 
Arlene Dorland - 613-475-0891 
dorlandab@xplornet.com 
 
Ian Sculthorpe - 905-377-5520 
ian.sculthorpe@hotmail.com 
 
Jessie Miedema -289-251-6410 
jmiedemafarms@gmail.com 
 
Amelia Nelson - 613-921-8433 
amelia.rutgers@gmail.com 
 

OFA Members Service Rep 

Resi Walt 613-847-3037 
Toll free: 877-277-3037 
resi.walt@ofa.on.ca 
 

Northumberland County Rep 

Trissia Mellor, Ag Manager 
905-372-3329 ext. 6492 

We Lend a Hand: The Forgotten Story of Ontario Farmerettes  
This documentary film that tells the extraordinary story of 40,000 teenage 
girls who volunteered on Canadian farms and helped win the Second 
World War. It’s now screening in Ontario and with sold out events. I had 
the pleasure of viewing this documentary at OFA’s annual Convention this 
past month, and it filled me with pride to see such a powerful moment in 
our history memorialized in this way. I encourage everyone to seek an opportunity to view the      
documentary. welendahand.ca/ 

 2025 OFA AGM & Convention 
Members can watch the highlights from OFA’s biggest event of the year on our YouTube channel, 
including our keynote speakers’ presentations – 
Althia Raj: Canadian Political Journalist | Member of the Parliamentary Press Gallery | CBC 
& Tom Deans: intergenerational wealth expert. 
NFA submitted a resolution, asking OFA to advocate on behalf of members to Hydro One for 
better vegetation management along power lines and the resolution had much support. 
ofa.on.ca/community/annual-general-meeting/ 

OFA Resource Spotlight: Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
OFA has a dedicated page on our website for HPAI that includes background information,   
biosecurity tips, and a centralized spot for links to other industry information.   
ofa.on.ca/resources/highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza/ 

 
OFA Benefit Program 
Our Benefit Program offers a wide range of services and promotions exclusively for OFA  
members, delivering additional value to your farm business. This month, we are featuring our 
partnership with Park N Fly who is offering a discount that can be accessed at this link. If you 
need help with your login information, call head office at 1(800)668-3276   
ofa.on.ca/benefit/parkn-fly/ 

NFA Foodbank donation 
Congratulations to NFA, all the agribusinesses who donated and those who attended NFA’s 
AGM, on a big donation of $3575 to Northumberland Food 4 All. We are so fortunate to farm in 
a generous community that takes care of 
one another. Resi Walt Member Service Representative     

Hastings, Lennox and Addington, Northumberland, Prince Edward  

 Miss any newsletters 
or want to find an 
old one?  Try out 
this QR Code to 
take you right to the 
page 

NFA Donates $3575.00 

to Northumberland County “Food 4 All” which helps keep safe and healthy food available to many 
groups who use this facility.  Local 
agribusinesses and farmers     
generously contributed items to 
both the live and silent auctions 
at our Annual General Meeting 
held in October, resulting in 
$2,575 raised.  We topped it up 
with another $1000 to help those 
in need in this county.  Thank you 
to all that made this happen.  

https://welendahand.ca/
https://ofa.on.ca/community/annual-general-meeting/
https://ofa.on.ca/resources/highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza/
https://ofa.on.ca/benefit/parkn-fly/
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A Year in Review - 2025 
In 2024 -25 NFA directors continued to advocate for the agriculture industry in Northumberland.  
Monthly board meetings as well as events and special meeting kept the directors busy and engaged.  
The following is a list of things NFA has been working on for you!   
 Migrant Workers BBQ contribution 
 Scholarships awarded to three Northumberland Youth for their schooling 
 Our crop signs went to the Port Hope fair 
 Attending meetings concerning the proposed Hunco Lands Development west of Cobourg 
 Delegates represent Northumberland at OFA AGM in Toronto 
 Meeting with county staff for an update of high speed internet access 
 Breakfast meetings with MP Lawrence and MPP Piccini 
 Helped facilitate OFA Connect Zone 12 members meeting 
 Submitted questions to all candidates meeting in Port Hope for Feb provincial election 
 Hosted a town hall with Piccini in Codrington in April 
 Facilitated a Federal election all candidates meeting in Roseneath 
 New rollup banner printed for future functions 
 Hired someone to elevate our social media presence on a summer contract 
 Collaborated on the “Prosper Northumberland” survey in response to tariffs 

supporting Northumberland business’ 
 Supporting a member’s beef condemnation issues and taking them to         

Piccini’s office 
 Local first responder training on DeJong farm to increase awareness of on 

farm hazards 
 PoliAg 2025 to McComb’s and Sandy Flat Sugar Bush 
 Induction of Bette Jean Crews to the Quinte Agriculture Wall of Fame 
When you get a chance thank this dynamic group of farmers who continue to 
volunteer their time to keep policies that affect agriculture in Northumberland 
“farmer friendly”.   
Way to go NFA and keep up the good work for 2026. 

 

Not every field has the same challenges and not every farmer is 
looking for the same solutions. 
That’s where the Farmland Health Check-Up (FHCU) comes in.  
It’s a free, one-on-one assessment with a CCA or P.Ag where 
you choose the focus.  Together, you can look at: 

 Building organic matter and soil life 

 Tackling compaction and erosion 

 Improving nutrient management 

 Supporting pollinators and biodiversity 

Pick your most challenging field and get started today with 
free support:  ( Find and Advisor + Start Your Assessment) 
FHCU is funded through the Sustainable Canadian Agriculture         
Partnership (Sustainable CAP), a 5-year (2023-2028), $3.5 billion invest-
ment by federal, provincial and territorial governments. 

 The OFA AGM was well represented by Northumberland farmers.  We heard 
from numerous politicians, provincial and federal, who were engaged with the 
issues of our industry.  Senator Rob Black spoke of how he continues to repre-
sent agriculture.  Althea Raj, Canadian Political Journalist and CBC “At Issue” 
panellist, brought political insights with thoughts of the future of free trade, 
and the changes since the 2024 US election.  Tom Deans, Author & Speaker 
delivered a presentation that enlightened about succession and wealth transi-
tion.   

It was a pleasure to be able to view the “We Lend a Hand” documentary about 
the forgotten story of Ontario Farmerettes, young women who helped on 
farms in war times. 

There is value listening to the support and opposition 
views to the resolutions presented from the grass roots 
level, which gives all delegates an opportunity to hear first 
hand about the issues for agriculture in the province.  
Connecting with other federations provides strength in 
Unity! 

You can watch the video recording of the event here.  
https://www.youtube.com/@ontariofarms 

Welcome  
Jesse Meidema & Amelia Nelson 

to our board of directors. 

ofa.on.ca/silence-is-the-great-destroyer-of-our-wealth-keynote-presenter-talks-importance-of-
succession-and-wealth-transition-at-ofa-annual-meeting/ 

Strength in Unity: Farms and Food Forever    OFA AGM 

https://www.farmlandhealthcheckup.net/
https://www.farmlandhealthcheckup.net/ca-en/find-an-advisor/
https://www.youtube.com/@ontariofarms
https://ofa.on.ca/silence-is-the-great-destroyer-of-our-wealth-keynote-presenter-talks-importance-of-succession-and-wealth-transition-at-ofa-annual-meeting/
https://ofa.on.ca/silence-is-the-great-destroyer-of-our-wealth-keynote-presenter-talks-importance-of-succession-and-wealth-transition-at-ofa-annual-meeting/


Happy New Year Everyone and Best Wishes  

for a Safe & Prosperous 2026                     

Lisa      

Gadgets 
Digital resource that you  

may find useful. 

We in Northumberland have been watching 
the installation of fiber all over the county, in 

anticipation of stable affordable internet. 
Check out the details at this link.  Once stage 
one is complete we will go to stage two and 
then three.  Plan costs are listed on Axle’s 

web site.  Exciting times! 
/northumberland.ca/services/broadband-in-

northumberland/ 

We’re on the web 

https://ofa.on.ca/

federations/

northumberland/ 

Support a 
Farmer  

and Stay Real! 

 When Algorithms Become Your #1 Customer 
 The Rise of the Celebrity Platform Brands 
 Food as the Cure for the Loneliness Epidemic 
 Single-Nutrient Focus Gives Way to Functional 

Balance 
 Polarization & Politicization of the Food Sys-

tem 
 Embracing Authenticity Over Artificial Perfec-

tion 
 Redefining the Beauty Regimen with Nutrition 
Check it out here and learn more about what con-
sumers will be looking for.       
https://www.nourish.marketing/trend-report 

The Tenth annual edition of 
Nourish Marketing Trend Report for 

2026 from  Canada’s only marketing agency spe-
cializing in the food sector from field to fork. 

 

February 

10, 2026 

How will 
you  

Celebrate? 
www.foodintegrity.ca/ca
nadas-agriculture-day/ 

https://northumberland.ca/services/broadband-in-northumberland/
https://northumberland.ca/services/broadband-in-northumberland/
https://ofa.on.ca/federations/northumberland/
https://ofa.on.ca/federations/northumberland/
https://ofa.on.ca/federations/northumberland/
https://www.nourish.marketing/trend-report
https://www.foodintegrity.ca/canadas-agriculture-day/
https://www.foodintegrity.ca/canadas-agriculture-day/

