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Farm businesses generating Blue Box recycling materials are impacted by recent changes to 

Ontario’s Blue Box Program. OFA and farm product commodity groups are monitoring the 

transition to the new Blue Box system and challenges that it may create for farm businesses.   

 

Specific questions about the responsibilities of brand holders under these regulations should be 

directed to RPRA at registry@rpra.ca or toll-free at 1-833-600-0530 as RPRA will implement the 

new regulations. 

  

Who is a producer of blue box materials? 

A person or company is considered a producer under the Blue Box Regulation if they supply 

Blue Box material (packaging, paper products or packaging-like products) comprised of paper, 

glass, metal or plastic, or a combination of these materials to consumers in Ontario.  

 

NOTE: Packaging materials that are not supplied to consumers (i.e., materials used to transport 

product to stores) are not captured by these regulations. 

  

Blue Box Producer Hierarchy: 

1. A Canadian resident brand holder of a product (i.e., a person/company who owns 

or licences a brand or who has rights to market a product under the brand)   

2. An importer of a product and a resident of Ontario 

3. Where there is no brand holder that is a resident of Canada, or the importer is 

outside of Ontario, the retailer that sold the product to the consumer will be 

responsible for the material. 

  

If you are unsure of whether you are captured by these regulations, contact RPRA at 

registry@rpra.ca or call 647-496-0530 or toll-free at 1-833-600-0530. 

 

Deadline for brand holders in relation to Ontario’s new blue box program 

Earlier in 2021 the Ontario government finalized changes to Ontario’s Blue Box system. The 
system is moving away from the municipally based system operated through Stewardship 

Ontario to a producer responsibility model that will operate through the Resource Productivity 

and Recovery Authority (RPRA). A producer responsibility model means that waste packaging 

producers will become responsible for 100% of the collection and recycling costs, rather than 

the current system which is funded 50% by municipalities.  Although the transition will not be 

complete for a few years, producers of blue box materials have a responsibility to register and 

report their 2020 supply data to RPRA by October 1, 2021.  

 

If you were a Steward under the Stewardship Ontario program, you should have already 

received information regarding the new program directly from the RPRA. 
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NOTE: During the transition blue box material producers will have reporting responsibilities 

under the new program and Stewardship Ontario until the transition is complete. 

  

You must register as a producer if you exceed the following:  

- gross revenue more than $2 million from all products and services (does not matter if 

the product/service generates blue box material). Producers that are exempt must 

still maintain records for audit purposes, but do not need to report or pay. 

OR 

- more than any of the following weight amounts annually: 

o Paper – 9 tonnes 

o Rigid plastic (molded plastic, such as a food or product container) – 2 tonnes 

o Flexible plastic (unmolded plastic, such as a plastic bag, film, wrap, pouch or 

laminate) – 2 tonnes 

o Glass – 1 tonne 

o Metal – 1 tonne 

o Beverage containers – 1 tonne 

  

RPRA will be taking steps to ensure enforcement and compliance of the new regulations. 

Although not finalized, the Ontario government is consulting on monetary penalties for 

companies not complying with the regulations. 

 

How to Register with RPRA 

Producers are required to register and report their 2020 supply data to the Authority by October 

1, 2021. Producers will also be required to pay their 2021 Registry fee when submitting their 

2020 supply data. For additional resources to help producers meet their requirements: 

• Download the Producer Registration Form  

• Visit RPRA Blue Box producer webpage for more information 

• Check out the recording and presentation slides from RPRA August 18 webinar focused 

on Blue Box producer requirements  

• Review RPRA Blue Box FAQs 

If you have further questions about the registration process or the regulation more generally, 

contact RPRA’s Compliance and Registry Team at registry@rpra.ca or call 647-496-0530 or 

toll-free at 1-833-600-0530.  

 

Fees 

To fund the operations of the RPRA, producers of blue box materials are required to submit fees 

based on their materials supplied to consumers. The 2021 (based on 2020 supply data) fees 

are: 

- <50,000kg paper/packaging supplied: $75 flat fee 

- >=50,000kg paper/packaging supplied: $0.0038 (0.38¢) per kg supplied 

  

Do not submit your fees when registering and supplying data to RPRA by October 1, 2021. 

RPRA will invoice producers after the registration is received. 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.info.rpra.ca%2F%3Fqs%3D3d422034924abfc6e023b96f081860e37798de2f8dd745a2816a6f7e101bb98030c098b40bc4c4292fe92dd6ff6e0ae7c4e75517e9f086b1&data=04%7C01%7Cian.nokes%40ofa.on.ca%7C30f3fe800ba5434716d008d97a02cdde%7C073fe366f80c4cf4ba3b2507eace0ff2%7C0%7C1%7C637674976079643445%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Or%2Bs8wwExejVmdFB5Cb7aspWPeEG%2BCMsuGBe2VYEr%2Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.info.rpra.ca%2F%3Fqs%3D856d96a65c5bdc87f9efe8b475b41db0e4825f3e4d934ab105e93f6491470252f456c1b2eee413a4e33bc58995dd5dc7c77f37deff6997e0&data=04%7C01%7Cian.nokes%40ofa.on.ca%7C30f3fe800ba5434716d008d97a02cdde%7C073fe366f80c4cf4ba3b2507eace0ff2%7C0%7C1%7C637674976079653435%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2J3pNmQ53bk0gZYXm7rRORo1Ume9l2zj%2BKaIQ75psbI%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.info.rpra.ca%2F%3Fqs%3Dcd9e7f644f2ced5c7d1be8a7731ea98d9079e211239893f2d709481350bdae73a04440fad5d458e772a8d058d8c90dc19f354af6e989f08a&data=04%7C01%7Cian.nokes%40ofa.on.ca%7C30f3fe800ba5434716d008d97a02cdde%7C073fe366f80c4cf4ba3b2507eace0ff2%7C0%7C1%7C637674976079653435%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=GxfkDveNu9S04xwZikNONdapcz%2B9cVWy8fOUhtbsSJA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.info.rpra.ca%2F%3Fqs%3Da228f388da1e0f04dfcdca30f945864b5ceba6915f5be5ed1f7fd7baaaa2d286f7afd9e20158d0c8f204f27357474e001add1273b65e3e77&data=04%7C01%7Cian.nokes%40ofa.on.ca%7C30f3fe800ba5434716d008d97a02cdde%7C073fe366f80c4cf4ba3b2507eace0ff2%7C0%7C1%7C637674976079663429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BGpv8hjnHv4xRBt3NPsYWxx54GVJXd05ACCPyblpwa0%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.info.rpra.ca%2F%3Fqs%3D1cb6e86d27eb09a0fd90692b1811e02ecf01eb712a59c555625d1680545581cc48fefe9048f5132656cffe5431a77faebad3b27b98c0180a&data=04%7C01%7Cian.nokes%40ofa.on.ca%7C30f3fe800ba5434716d008d97a02cdde%7C073fe366f80c4cf4ba3b2507eace0ff2%7C0%7C1%7C637674976079663429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dKuMUGCwkWQhvL1qeZJb4TQZ%2FOGq0EYHw1MaX%2B0zxxE%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.info.rpra.ca%2F%3Fqs%3D83f2b3c0ea157d949efcbe47260241948e4a465755d3b52eae70e453a130bdd6dc5ed1b4cbe665f9daffcb0b3d9334207eedeaee3a3864aa&data=04%7C01%7Cian.nokes%40ofa.on.ca%7C30f3fe800ba5434716d008d97a02cdde%7C073fe366f80c4cf4ba3b2507eace0ff2%7C0%7C1%7C637674976079673427%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=z1asrgRpisO5juGCYp2e7cIx1jgZcJR%2BTUrkyJ9UtG8%3D&reserved=0
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Fees paid to RPRA fund program administration. They do not include or reflect the cost of 

managing the blue box materials once the transition from Stewardship Ontario is complete. 

  

How to determine the amount of blue box material supplied in Ontario 

To determine the weight of blue box materials supplied into Ontario, the producer may need to 

determine how many units of blue box material are supplied into Ontario. This will be important 

for producers that sell to a distributor who may then export product to another province. 

  

Blue box producers may choose one of the following methodologies to determine the number of 

units supplied into Ontario: 

1. The actual number of blue box material units. 

2. The number of blue box material units calculated using the following formula to 

determine the Ontario portion of the blue box material units supplied into Canada: 

  

Ontario Portion = (P1/P2) x Canada National Sales 

  

Where: 

• “P1” is the population of Ontario, as reported by Statistics Canada in the most 

recent official census 

• “P2” is the total population of provinces and territories in Canada in which the 
producer sells the blue box product in, as reported by Statistics Canada in the 

most recent official census 

• “Canada national sales” is the total units of blue box product that a producer 

sold in Canada in the calendar year. 

  

 Producer Responsibility Organizations (PROs) 

A PRO, is a business established to contract with producers to provide collection, management 

and administrative services to help producers meet their regulatory obligations under the Blue 

Box Regulation, including: 

- Arranging, establishing or operating a collection or management system 

- Arranging, establishing or operating a promotion and education system 

- Preparing and submitting reports 

  

There are no deadlines for a producer to sign up with a PRO, and producers are not required to 

have a contract with a PRO prior to the October 1, 2021, deadline. 

  

Important considerations about working with PROs: 

- Producers are not required to sign up with a PRO. It is a business decision if a producer 

chooses to work with a PRO, and a producer can choose to meet their obligations 

without a PRO.  

- Producers register with multiple PROs  

  

For more information on PROs and the existing PROs that producers can work with can be 

found here: https://rpra.ca/programs/blue-box/regulation/pros/ 

  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frpra.ca%2Fprograms%2Fblue-box%2Fregulation%2Fpros%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cian.nokes%40ofa.on.ca%7C30f3fe800ba5434716d008d97a02cdde%7C073fe366f80c4cf4ba3b2507eace0ff2%7C0%7C1%7C637674976079673427%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=xczk2LYl32Q4TPH499Kf4r%2FNuI1Ob2c7Qm%2Fa%2F74zBjU%3D&reserved=0
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Blue Box Transition timelines 

• Producers to register and report their 2020 supply data to RPRA by October 1, 2021. 

• Processors (a firm that processes blue box materials) to register with the Authority by 

April 1, 2022. 

• Producers to establish and operate systems to collect and manage blue box 

materials discarded by consumers starting July 1, 2023. 

• Starting in 2024, producers, or producer responsibility organizations (PROs) on their 

behalf, to report annually to the Authority on their performance meeting their 

management requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


