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2019 ISSUE  #2  

Message from the President Marty Opsteen 

    The spring of 2019 has been 
very stressful. We first started 
out with winter kill on our 
wheat and hay stands.   Then 
the cool temperatures and a lot 
of rain delayed  planting. Some 
fields still are not planted!  
Hopefully we will have a warm 
late fall to cash in on the great 
commodity prices. 
On June 7th Northumberland 
County Council voted down the 
use of Glyphosate for the con-
trol of noxious weeds along 
County roadsides guardrail are-
as and Northumberland forest 
trails. 
NFA representatives (Allan and 

Mark) did a presentation to 
council supporting county use 
of glyphosate as the most prac-
tical pest management solu-
tion, and that science proves it 
is safe. In the end emotion won 
over science. As a result the 
cost to control noxious weeds 
will go from $18,200 to 
$72,500 in 2019. 
    On August 13th  NFA will 
again be hosting farm tours for 
Mayors, Counsellors, and Coun-
ty Staff.  We feel it's important 
to educate our local politicians 
on everyday farming practices, 
so they better understand and 
support our industry. 

Our monthly meetings are held 
at the Ontario Agri Food Ven-
ture Centre in Colborne the 
second Tuesday of the month 
at 7:30 pm. If you have any 
concerns please contact any of 
the NFA Directors or Lisa Meek-
es to get on the agenda.   
If you know of anyone who is 
eligible for an NFA scholarship 
please have them fill out and 
return the form by August 1st. 
Wishing everyone a safe and 
productive summer! 

Marty 

The Bar-B-Q season is upon us and many MP`s and MPP`s 

will be hosting summer get togethers.  For those that are 

planning on meeting with your local candidates over the 

summer/early fall, please feel free to use these points to as-

sist you in explaining PPiC (Producing Prosperity In Cana-

da) and the critical importance of Canadian Agriculture and 

our three main benefits – Food Security, Environmental 

Stewardship and Economic Growth. 

It’s Time Government Make Agriculture a National Priority! 

The significant contributions of Agriculture and Agri-

Food to Canada – which include Economic Development, 

Food Security and Environmental Stewardship, are over-

looked by both the general public and government. The Ca-

nadian Federation of Agriculture (CFA) needs your help to 

change this reality in the upcoming federal election. 

Producing Prosperity in Canada 

(PPiC) Is a campaign to educate, inform and enlighten 

members of government and the general public on the great 

story of modern Agriculture and Food in Canada.  

http://www.producingprosperity.ca/                            

Here is what you can do:  

Reach out and meet federal candidates nominated in your 

riding or talk to your MPP about the PPiO campaign.  

When meeting, focus on the benefits of what the agri -food 

sector can provide Canada – not its problems!  Economic 

Growth, – Food Security   – Environmental Stewardship.  

Emphasize what’s in it for government and the country! Ask 
for nothing more than a simple Pledge of Support  

For more info Contact  

Bruce Buttar, OFA Director Zone 12 

It’s Time Government Make Agriculture a National Priority! 

N ews  &  N ot e s  
W o r k i n g  f o r  a  V i b r a n t  a n d  I n n o v a t i v e  A g r i c u l t u r e  I n d u s t r y   

Politicians Need Your Voice! 

http://www.producingprosperity.ca/
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     Hi OFA members! Just a reminder to please exercise safety this 
planting season– make sure you are visible on the roads by having 
working lights, reflectors, and using  
escort vehicles where needed. 
OFA signs! If you see someone out at the end of your driveway this 
summer, it could be me changing your OFA metal gate sign. If you 
need yours replaced because it’s faded or damaged, please contact me. 
OFA Student Bursary OFA is offering three bursaries in the amount of $2,000 per 
recipient for students of OFA families across Ontario who are entering or currently 
pursuing a post-secondary education in an agriculture-related program. Bursary       
recipients will be selected from applicants who are OFA members, a child of, or      
employee of an OFA member and are residents of Ontario. Applicants should be able 
to demonstrate volunteer and industry related accomplishments, an interest in          
agriculture and rural issues, community involvement and satisfactory academic       
performance. 

The bursary winners will be announced at OFA’s 2019     
Annual General Meeting in November at the Hamilton   
Convention Centre in Hamilton, Ontario.  The deadline to    
submit an application is June 30, 2019. For application 
information, visit ofa.on.ca/bursary. 
Don’t forget your FARM 911 signs! Take advantage of this 
new program by calling your municipal office and starting 
the application form. 
Hastings County Plowing Match & Trade Show See you 
at the farm of Brian and April Thompson 1207 Sills Rd. 
Centre Hastings on August 21st& 22nd.  We will be giving 
away another chainsaw, so be sure to stop by the OFA tent 
and fill out a ballot 

Northumberland Holstein Club Family Night 

Thursday, July 11, 2019      Beef/Pork BBQ 5:30 - 8:00pm  

Mark & Cindy Bickle and family of Stonybrook Farms are hosting 

Family Night 2019.  Located at 316 Hoskin Rd, Cobourg 

Advanced tickets purchased before July 11 are $15 ($6 for kids 10 and under)   

Tickets on July 11th or at the door are $5.00 extra.   

Contact Holstein Club directors or the Bickles to get your tickets and enjoy an evening of  

entertainment, judging, door prizes, bouncy castle for the kids and the presentation of leather halters 

to the first year 4-H members. 

NFA Directors 2019 
 

President 
Martin Opsteen  
613-920-1170 

martyopsteen@xplornet.com 

 

Past President 
Alnwick/Haldimand 

Allan Carruthers -  
905-376-5049 

carruthersallan@gmail.com 

 

Vice President   
Sid Atkinson - 705-924-2145 

sid.atkinson@xplornet.com 

 

OFA Director   
Bruce Buttar - 905-342-2019 

happyus@xplornet.ca 

 

PAC Member  
Brighton - Arlene Dorland 

613-475-0891 

dorlandab@xplornet.com 

 

Cramahe - Doug Gray  
905-344-1100 

dbgray@xplornet.ca  
 

Hamilton - Paul Burnham 

905-372-8263 

burnham.market@sympatico.ca 

 

Port Hope - Ben Currelly 

905-753-2239 

ben@ganaraskagrain.com 

 

Quinte West - Gord Sharpe 

613-848-1632 

gsharpe@xplornet.com  
 

Trent Hills - Terry Linton 

705-924-2791 

terrylinton@hotmail.com 

 

Directors at Large 

 

Ian Sculthorpe - 905-377-5520 

ian.sculthorpe@hotmail.com 

 

Christie Prins - 613-849-5987 

prymefarms@gmail.com 

  

Mark DeJong - 905-376-5570 

dejong.mark1968@gmail.com 

 

Albert Botha - 289-251-6872 

ontariolamb@gmail.com 

 

Steve Parr - 705-653-7738 

stephen_parr501@hotmail.com 

 

 

OFA Members Service Rep 

Resi Walt 613-847-3037 

resi.walt@ofa.on.ca 

 

Northumberland County Rep 

Trissia Mellor, Ag Manager 
905-372-3329 ext. 6492 

mellort@northumberlandcounty.ca 

Have you noticed the yellow and black 911 signs dotting the county?  Those 
are Farm911 signs going up all over the county.  Here is a list of how many 
have been installed so far.  Keep it going farmer property owners! 
http://www.farm911.ca/order-your-sign/northumberland/ 

Alnwick Haldimand 11 

Brighton 29 

Cobourg n/a 

Cramahe 21 

Hamilton 3 

Port Hope 10 

Trent Hills 21 

Way to Go  

Northumberland! 

http://www.farm911.ca/order-your-sign/northumberland/
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Northumberland  
Cattlemen’s  
25th Annual  

Beef Day 
Thur. July 4th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trade show at 4:00pm  

Pasture Walk at 5:00pm 

Beef BBQ at 6:00pm  

Hosted by   

Bonnie Wilson & Doug Gray 

at Piper Creek Farms 

195 Jakobi Rd., Castleton 
 

Adults $18.00 Kids 12-6 $10.00  

Under 6 are free.  

We hope to see you all there. 

Tickets available from any   

director. 

After the success of running a Mental health first aid course last March, NFA 

has committed to planning a second one in the spring of 2020.  We feel the 

need is high to have people in our county equipped with the tools to help 

those that struggle.  The weather this spring has increased the stress level of 

our local farmers and even more than ever we need to be aware of the signs.  Consider taking this course 

with us.  Talk to one of the participants from the March session for their thoughts.  Details will follow and 

here is a link to the course description.   https://www.mhfa.ca/en/course-type/basic  

Here are some tools to educate your-
self and others about the recent 
Glyphosate concerns in our area. 
The Real Dirt on Farming  
http://www.realdirtblog.ca/tag/roundup/?subscribe=success#blog_subs
cription-4  

National pesticide information centre Oregon 
State University 

http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/glyphogen.pdf  

Health Canada  
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2019/01/statement-

from-health-canada-on-glyphosate.html  

Article in the Western Producer 

https://www.producer.com/2019/05/u-s-releases-clear-stance-on-

glyphosate/  

Professional Agrologist based in Ottawa  
https://www.realagriculture.com/wp-

content/uploads/2018/09/Ontario-OMAFR-Long-Term-Glyphosate-

Report-Duflaut-and-Saik-2018.pdf  

Mental Health First Aid Course Coming Spring 2020 

 

The Ontario Agri-Food Venture Centre in         
Colborne has been quite busy this spring.  We 
are working with local farmers and business   
owners to support the processing and storage of 
local food.  A number of farmers are coming in to 
vacuum-seal and freeze their fruit and             

vegetables so they can be transformed later in the year into value-added products.   
 Some farmers in the area are taking advantage of our freezer and bringing in pallets of 
cut meat and poultry for storage.  While we don’t process meat at the facility, we are able 
to store meat that arrives frozen and sealed and stays that way while it’s at the Centre.  If 
you’re running out of freezer space after your latest trip to the abattoir, give us a call! 
 We offer discounted rates for Northumberland business-owners and residents.  Some 
new staff will be joining our team in the coming weeks, and we hope to see more NFA 
members join us as clients!  The OAFVC is located in Colborne just east of the Big Apple 
at 216 Purdy Rd., just look for the building with the solar system on the roof.  Give us a 
call at 905-355-3680 if you have questions about our rates and services – or visit us 
online at time at www.oafvc.ca 

Thank you for helping farmers bring in 
177,000 kilograms of bags and 846,000 empty 
containers last year. Check out the web site 
for all that can be recycled in Northumber-
land and help extend the life of our landfill 
sites.  The following businesses are part of 
the program in this county: 

Campbellford Farm Supply 

Northumberland Grain 

TCO Agromart 

http://www.realdirtblog.ca/tag/roundup/?subscribe=success#blog_subscription-4
http://www.realdirtblog.ca/tag/roundup/?subscribe=success#blog_subscription-4
http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/glyphogen.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2019/01/statement-from-health-canada-on-glyphosate.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2019/01/statement-from-health-canada-on-glyphosate.html
https://www.producer.com/2019/05/u-s-releases-clear-stance-on-glyphosate/
https://www.producer.com/2019/05/u-s-releases-clear-stance-on-glyphosate/
https://www.realagriculture.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Ontario-OMAFR-Long-Term-Glyphosate-Report-Duflaut-and-Saik-2018.pdf
https://www.realagriculture.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Ontario-OMAFR-Long-Term-Glyphosate-Report-Duflaut-and-Saik-2018.pdf
https://www.realagriculture.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Ontario-OMAFR-Long-Term-Glyphosate-Report-Duflaut-and-Saik-2018.pdf
http://www.oafvc.ca


Be active and contact your local  elected ofÏcials  so they know your thoughts on current 
issues.  They can’t read your mind and need your words to help them make policy        
decisions coming their way.  It doesn’t take much time to send an email to your local 
councilors, MPP & MP.   Do your part and let them know they represent you. 

Download the new public opinion research report on food & farming completed by the 
Canadian Centre for Food Integrity.  It’s good for the Agri-food Industry to know what 
the public thinks about their food and where it comes from.  An inter-
esting read in eight pages.  https://www.foodintegrity.ca/research/download-

new-public-opinion-research-online-on-food-farming/     

Contact: Lisa Meekes 

Secretary-Treasurer/Newsletter Editor 

1246 Dingman Rd 

Castleton, ON 
K0K1M0 

Phone: 905-344-7419 

E-mail: nfa.lisam@gmail.com 

NORTHUMBERLAND  

FEDERATION  OF 

AGRICULTURE  

Gadgets 
Digital resource that you  

may find useful. 
 

For those of you on 
Facebook check out our 
page and like us.  I try to 

put useful info on there to 
be used in-between 

newsletters.  Let’s be 
friends. 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/906135889443228/  

 

We’re on the web 

www.ofa.on.ca/about/

county-federation-sites/

northumberland.aspx 

NFA 

Northumberland Federation Scholarship 

 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #_______________________________   Email: ___________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth: ___________________________ Township/Municipality: ____________________________________________ 

Name of OFA membership or Affiliate: _______________________________________________________________ 

OFA Farm Registration #_____________________________________________ 

Home Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student ID#:______________________________ College or University Attended:_____________________________________ 

Address of School: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Agricultural) Course Enrolled In: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

(Agricultural Diploma or Degree being sought: _________________________________________________________________ 

Average Mark Attained: __________________________________ Year(s) of Study Completed: _________________________ 

NFA is currently accepting application for the 2019 Scholarship Application Program.   
Qualifications are as follows: 
 The applicant must be a member or related to a member of the OFA within the boundaries of                  

Northumberland County. An affiliation with a Northumberland OFA member may be considered based on a 
written description (by the member) of the applicant’s involvement on the member’s farm.                         
Example: A neighbouring student that has helped on the farm and has demonstrated a passion and future 
interest in agriculture.   

 The applicant must submit a detailed essay listing the relationship to the OFA member, his/her activities on 
the farm, associated memberships (4H, etc.), volunteer work, detail their course studies, and there future 
goals.  

 The applicant must be entering the second year or greater of an accredited post-secondary diploma or    
degree program.  

 A late application will disqualify the applicant for consideration. The applicant may reapply for consideration 
in the next subsequent year. 

 Unsuccessful applicants may reapply  
 A maximum of three scholarships will be awarded. 
 A recipient may only be awarded once 
 A maximum of $3000.00 will be awarded in any one year.  
 $1000.00 will be awarded to each successful applicant. 

Deadline for receipt of applications is August 1, 2019.  The Scholarship committee will need time to read and 
consider all the forms and essays and make their final decision well in advance of the AGM and banquet.  
Please do not forget to include all the requested information and use a separate sheet to tell us about your 
farming connections and your community interests.  Fill out an application form and include a separate sheet 
for additional info.   

Mail to:   
 

Lisa Meekes 

1246 Dingman Rd.  
Castleton, ON. 
K0K1M0  
 

or  
 

Email to:  
 
nfa.lisam@gmail.com 

Lisa  

Share Your Ideas & Learn About Others 

https://www.foodintegrity.ca/research/download-new-public-opinion-research-online-on-food-farming/
https://www.foodintegrity.ca/research/download-new-public-opinion-research-online-on-food-farming/
http://www.ofa.on.ca/about/county-federation-sites/northumberland.aspx
http://www.ofa.on.ca/about/county-federation-sites/northumberland.aspx
http://www.ofa.on.ca/about/county-federation-sites/northumberland.aspx
mailto:nfa.lisam@gmail.com

